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class ; many of them are shamefully ignorant 
of the first principles of economy; many of 
them are fully competent to make their roads 
conspicuous examples of success, and would 
oftener do it were they not-trammeled by the 
ignorance and incredulity of their. superiors. 
Directors, as a class, ate men who deserve 
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er eee teteaa ny a cede Preuad 
Apart from the necessity of protecting Protes- | 
tant British:subjects in Rome from being de- 
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|| ‘roborate'this assertion... And it ts, the duty of'} 
| the owners of ‘railway property to select Di- 


| Jaws of the country. He goes to overturn the 


: Sorter te himself 
‘at 
can citizen, but 


He goes not as an “Ameri- 

as President of Nicaragua,— 

expecting to assert the prerogatives and exer- 

cise the powers of that position. The present 

‘Government of that country has given’ official | 

19 treme Sg vera will be permitted to 

Without a passport, duly issued by 

j the Goverameit Af BA Gira _ country and 

countersigned by ‘the Representative of 

|| Nicaragua Walxex does “not pretend that, 

; | elther ‘he ‘or: any :of his have such » 

‘Whey havé.not even applied for 

ri | Sam a eet fs eth 

brats. yt eeiny 

. may see fit upon the en-. 

| ‘trance of foreigners upon her soil. Their’ go- 


| ing in such flagrant disregard of her laws "te 
| .conelusive evidence of their hostile intent, and 
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Our Weskington correspondent sends us the 
| -most‘authentic assurances of the determina- 
tion of the British Government'to ‘aid that of 


arinadage th tepelling this invasion, if our 
by raged and landing. 
= | romana peas as Meamnaptve ne, just 


* We presume that with- 
erg 8 pe ih Nicaragua the 


report- | sea. ia subject by international law to the ju- 


de isdiction of that country ; and'that the Goy- 


ernment of, Nicaragua may call upon 


‘any power »-it..chooses- to \aid-. in the 


| @nforcement ofits domestic regulations against 
| lawless invaders. If Watxer’s men, there- 


fore, should attempt a landing upon any part of 
the coast, and should fail upon demand to pro- 
duce the passports required, they will probably 
be compelled to submit and. withdraw by the 
British fleet ; and we do ‘not see upon what 
‘ground our Government can possibly interfere 
for their protection, .In the case of Captain 
Pau.pine it wes held by our Government that 
if his ‘seizure of Waixer upon the soil of 
Nicaragua was a wrong, that wrong was com- 
mitted only against the power whose sove- 


| reignty-had been violated, and that it was for 


Nicaragua alone to complain of thé’ violation. 


| The same principle would protect the English 


in a similar interference. 

We should regret exceedingly the necessity 
‘of English intervention to protect the territory 
of ‘Nicaragua from invasion on the part of cit- 
izens of the United States. We owe it to 


| Nicaragua, to oursclves and to the world, to 


‘| prevent sucha wrong ourselves. But if, 


me | ‘through defect of our laws or inefficiency in 


their execution, we. fail in this duty, we shall 
have no right to complain of its performance 
by another power. 
rr 
Railway Management. 
The last. chance to put the breath ofdife into 


of | tody-of the 


rd which have so long consumed the earnings and 


red | wasted. the, substance. of their. works. This 


tential step has been taken before ; and 


boyus forthe tele want 0, proper direction, it has 
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management, 
cessful just so far as they follow known laws 
science, and abortive so far as they 
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rectors who will, above all other things;judi- 
ciously appreciate'‘and the reasona- 
ble efforts of the few men who feally under- | 
stand the principles of railroadeconomy. And 
here it is important to' remember’ that, of the 
mass of duties which are jumbled under the 
name of railway management, with reference 
to their importance: and ,the . money involved, 
three-quarters are’ purely engineering duties. 
The others ‘are commercial and legal only. 
What state Of mind then; on the part of the 
owners and directors of railways, who,as a: 
class, are not educated’in, the practical details. 
of railway economy, is “necessary to the 
selection and encouragement of. officers and ; 
employes who’ are so educated ? Simply this : 
Confidence in the importance and invariable 
success of engineering talent ;—faith in the 
ability of tried and proved men to bring forth 
the legitimate fruits of mechanical, chemical 
and practical knowlédge and skill. These frit 
are dividends. 
At’ this point the issue is direct and practi- 
cal. Confidence fike this must rest on a very} 
sure basis. There -was never surer.evidence' 
of things not seenthan that which speaks from: 
the thousand achievements of engineering tal- 
ent, withwhich the civilized world abounds. | 
If the people will éxamine the proof; they. will’ 


'| Hot ‘fail to, intrast their. property to .the: hands! 
'| which established it. A little attention, obser-' 


vation and reading on'their part will ‘deliver, 


‘railway property from the twogreatest calami-| 


ties which ever befell it, the public’s own ignor-| 


_ant ifiterference with ‘officers who'know they 
\|'are right, and .can.prove.. it, and. the public’s’ 


false economy in selecting officers who are 
cheap, whether they are right’ or not. 

One ‘thing is’ certain, railway. property. 
is slipping through the fingers of its owners 
at a speed which will soon render solicitude 
and reform too late. Some, perhap, many, of 
our railways havé undoubtedly been construct- 
ed under conditions which. would never permit 
them to be profitable.. But the greater number 
have failed to be profitable because they have 
been badly managed—because engineering 
skill» and science upon tlient liave, been 
underrated,—becauseé the financial schemes of 
Directors and Presidents, or the private inter- 
ests of stockholders. and favorite contractors 
have been allowed to-override the conclusions, 
of practical and experienced men, who have 
studied the whole question as a problem of ma- 
thematics, and have reached results “which 
were entitled to a good deal more attention 
than they have received. Our. railways must. 
have more science and less in their 
management, if they are ever to be saved from 
the rnin by which they.are now menaced. 


ee 
Abduction.a Christian Duty. 

The question growing out of the’ recent ab- 
duction of a Jewish child by the Inquisition at 
Rome, is apt to present some serious difficul- 
ties.. which his Heliness, the Pope, probably 
never dreamed of when ‘he conéented;-or was 
driven by the pressure of .priestly opinion to 
consent, to the .for¢ible separation of Mosta- 
na’s boy from his‘ parents. ‘Tt will-be remem- 
bered that  about.two. months’ ago .a Jewish 
family residing in Rome, having tlssed the 
youngest of the children, traced it to the cus- 
. Thee officers’ of that 
institution did not deny’ posséssion of the 
child, but declared their right to: retain it, on 
the ground that the -nurse*had caused it to be 
baptized. by a Catholic. priest. A claim: was 
set up that the sacrament’ so administered 
(clandestinely, as far asthe views or wishes 
of the parents were concerned) having consti- 
tuted the child a Christian, it could not be sur- 
rendered into infidel keeping. The boldness of 
such’ a claim wanted nothing to make it'an 
important European question but the approval 
of the Pope ; and this, we learn by the Ameri- 
ca, has been unequivocally expressed. It is 
stated that in answer to the remonstrances of 
the French ambassador; the» Duc pz. Gramx- 
mont, against this high-handed measuré, his 
Holiness replied that he.“‘ could not, in con- 
science, replace in the path of perdition a soul 
which hod, as — by a miracle, been.“ won 


test 


rana’s child has been won for 
little of the attributes of a miracle about it 
was simply @ breach of trust on the part of 
nurse to whom the aes, sana 
ther” with . or without the 
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clashes. And, although wedo.not seek toques- | ' 


tion the sovereign right of the Pope to actin 
Rome secording to the ralé ‘and'custont in his 
sovereignty, the civilized world will object to 
his taking a course, which, being at once in- 
consistent with right and with public law, 
may endanger the liberties and the dearest 
privileges of foreign Jews, Protestant Chris- 
tians, or Molammedans visiting his domin- 
ions. His Holiness has shown, we think, more 


of temerity than of either. justice or policy in | “ 
the Mortara affair, and may find, perhaps, | ‘ofp. 


that he has opened the’ door to an interference 


which may ultimately go beyond the point now ; 


involved. 
Re 


A Quarrel’ Ended. 
Casuists in philanthropy care sialedsex to} 


“decide whether war or the Slave-trade be the | : 


darker evil. The question may serve for argu-. 


ment between the Peace and the Abolition|| 
Societies ; in the. meantime we have ample | 


material for deciding whether the former. or: 


the repression of the latter be-most productive;| 


of immediate mischief. It is only a few 


months ago that upon this. issue England and | 


America were at the verge of a quarrel. Since; 
that time the case’ of the Regina Cali has| 


pres soomimar canes ceasus belli : 


eet he pk kindy nfo roa 


pean waters. A the: Charles et 


: Georges; was last Autamn’‘ exploring tlie éast-| 
ern coast of Africa, in pursuit .of apprentices | 


for the;plantations ‘of ‘the: Isle: Bourbon. It 


was fully forewarned of all the requirements |: 
of the French decree of 1852, relative to the | 


apprentice system. ‘There were ample provis- 
ions on board, clothing ‘and lodgings for the ne-. 


groes, and:an agent appointed by the Ministry |: ,, 


of Marine to make sure of the voluntary char- |. 


acter of the emigration, and to guarantee ev- 
ery humane attention .to the emigrants. M. 
Rovxst, the Commander, and M. Nicno.as 
Cannrgz, the Agent, assert that no stipulation of 


the law failed of faithfil reverence, © Having | 


received a portion of his load at. the Comoro: 
Islands, Capt. Roux. steered westward, and, 


when. within sight of the Portuguese settle- | 


ments in Mezambique, though still upon the 
high. seas, was’ visited by a Portuguese man- 
of-war, which, finding the Africans on board, 
towed the vessel into port as a silaver. All 
the representations of the French officials 


proved unavailing. The vessel was sent home |, 


a prize to Lisbon, and would, doubtless, 


have been condemned as such, but for the in- |: 
stant intervention of the French Government. |. 


The Imperial Minister at Lisbon, the Mar- 
quis pz lLisuz, received. peremptory instruc- 
tions to demand not only the restoration of 
the craft, but a liberal indemnity to its owners, 
and, moreover, an ample apology for the insult 
‘to the French flag in so visiting, searching and 
seizing a ship that bore it, having besides an 


authorized agent of the French Goverament on | 


board, whose presence should have been, ac- 
cepted as security against the Say of a 


‘violation of law.» 
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differently ; and confiding in their: own . ver- 


‘sion, declined at first to. do more than release the 
vessel, and indemnify the owners. They aver 
that not only was the Charles et Georges 
within Portuguese waters, but that the negroes 
had been bought of African Chiefs, precisely as 
the slaves of other times were bought, and 
upon their own showing were involuntary emi- 
grants. Assured of these facts, the Portuguese 


officials held themselves justified in making 


the seizure, notwithstanding the flag and the 
agent; and the Portuguese Government takes the 
same view. As it held firmly to it, the French 
dispatched, six weeks since, a brace of frigates 
to the Tagus, by way of intimidation. But the 
effect of this measure was instantly neutral- 
ized by the appearance of two British vessels 
in thé same anchorage ; for England, since the 
olddaysofthe Methuen treaty, has regarded Por- 
tugal as an outlying province of its own, and is 
understoed to be its' backer against all comers, 
The English Press, also, embraces the Portu- 
gyn pices ragga the facts, and pours out 
upon the French Foreign Of 

fice without parecer Incensed by this inter- 
vention of a third party, the Emperor dis- 
patched other men-of-warto Lisbon, and again 
. At this point the Porta- 

guese courage gave way. Doubtless the inop- 
portune arrival at London of Mr. McLzxon, the 


packets were fairly beaten where 

joyed forty years of unvarying 
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our Atlantic steamships off the 

she now remiains, as of old, the ruler of the 
seas. She has succeeded, ‘too, in destroying |. 


interests of this City. The | Tememb 
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and ship-owners were not blind to their inter- — 


ests; they had the sagacity to see that steam 
was destined to displace carivas on the ocean, 


and-they entered ‘bravely upon tbe work of }- 


competing with England for the supremacy of 
the Atlantic, But the niggardly policy of our 
Government gave the advantage to our rival, 
and, one by one, nearly all our noble steamers 
have beén sacrificed. Our Bremen ‘steam- 
ships, our magnificent Collins steamers, and 
all but two of our Havre steamers, have been 
compelled to withdraw, while new British 
lines have been established, and the always- 
successful Cunarders have been: kept on their 


way rejoicing. Thé ship-building pens |! . 


New-York has been transferred .to. the 
and the Mersey. ‘Iron ships are built in 
gow to ply between New-York Rag ches | 
between New-York and Hamburg; New-Y: 
and Galway; New-York and Glasgow, and | 
New-York and Liverpool; while New-York. |" 
built ships are lying idle at our docks. 

Now, we know very well that New-York is | 
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and it will be seen by reference :to -an 
which we copy frem the Liverpool J 
Times, that the iron screw steamship 

is in almostas bad a condition as. the. s 
ships. We are aware, too, that. a 
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